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Preface

In  1906, Forrest County was formed from a section of Perry County. The
railroad and lumber industry caused the area to grow, resulting in the
creation of the new county and more citizens in the area. Most were farmers
or worked in the lumber industry at this time. 

Before Dixie Consolidated School opened in 1921, students in this area
attended the following three schools: Pine Grove School, Rogers School, and
Brown's Schoolhouse/Wesley Consolidated (Wes-Brown Schoolhouse). This
being a rural area, most residents were not wealthy and did not live
lavishly. Often, children only wore shoes in the winter. There were few cars,
so horses and walking were the main mode of transportation for most. The
schools and churches were the main gathering places for the community. 

From these humble beginnings, Dixie School/Dixie Attendance Center has
continued to be a hub for the community and has grown into what it is
today. It sits outside the Hattiesburg city limits of Forrest County, at 790
Elks Lake Road. Although the community and the campus have changed
significantly, I think we can all agree that this school still contains the,
"Heart of Dixie," which is our students. 

This book will walk you through 100 years of Dixie School. There is far too
much to fit in one book, so as I gather information, it will all be recorded
and added. Thanks to all who have helped compile these priceless
memories. Each one of you are helping to preserve the history of our
beloved school and community.  I am so grateful. 

-Raquel Strong 















Principals at Dixie

The information on this page from 1970 - 2000, was collected and recorded by Mrs. Alice Skinner. 

She notes that Dixie closed in 1963, before the 1963-1964 school year. The secretary during this time was Mildred B.
Downs. The principal was A.W. Sanderson. 

Dixie remained closed from 1963 - 1969. It opened again in 1970, for the 1970-1971 school year. 

Principals at Dixie 
1920 - 1963

Principals at Dixie 
2000 - to Present 

Dale Coleman
Asst. Principal Greer
Holly Parker
Karen Vines
Asst. Principal Wade
Asst. Principal O’Neal
Elizbeth Bailey 
Carrie Hornsby 
Asst. Principal Darnell Payton 

Superintendents of Education 
for 

Forrest County 
1999 to Present 

Debbie Burt 
Elizabeth Sims 
Bryan Freeman 



Memories





Mrs. Mary Katherine Williams Wallace recalls this photo of the entire school having a pig in the bottom left
corner. Someone cut it out, but we would love to find an original that contains the pig. (One has been cropped in
for this book photo). 



Memories from Mary Katherine Williams Wallace

      Mrs. Mary Katherine Wallace is the last person living in the previous page’s class photo of Dixie School’s students and faculty. She
celebrated her 101st birthday this year. She was born in 1922 to Mr. and Mrs. Ollie Williams. The name may sound familiar because there is a
road in Dixie that was named after her father. They were the first family to live on the road, and Mrs. Mary Katherine lives there presently.
She remembers when she and her sister Hazel had to walk about a mile to the bus stop at the end of the road to get on Mr. Arrington’s bus to
Dixie. In the winter, she remembers the students getting to school and huddling around the heater to keep warm.  The first photo above was
taken in the 20s, when she was in first grade.  
        She describes the main building as having a large and impressive auditorium, with 2-3 classrooms on each side. She remembered there
were only 5-6 teachers at a time at the school. Some she remembers during her time as a student are Mr. Steede (principal), Mrs. Steede, Mrs.
Fannie May Frye, Mrs. Baxtrum, Mrs. Tracey, Mrs. Ethyl Sumrall, Mr. and Mrs. McCarty, and Mr. Lane. Mr. Lane would go on to be the
Superintendent of Education and give her her very first teaching job. The stage in the auditorium (now the library) was the center of the
school.
         Mrs. Mary Katherine recalls that there was always an event going on. The stage would be fixed up so pretty. They had plays, boxed
suppers, penny carnivals, and many more community events. One of her favorite memories at school was she and her friends turning flips
around the whole school. There was a wire fence in the front that separated the school grounds from where people would park and the road.  
There was also a teacher house on campus. When looking at the photo, Mrs. Mary Katherine doesn't recall ever seeing that many people on
campus. She says that when lined up in a photo, it seems like so many people to fit in the little school. During her time as a student at Dixie,
the Depression was affecting the community and the country. The school was generous with letting the boys out to help their families on the
farm. Her brothers were included in the group that would both go to school and work at home during the day. She had three brothers: O.C.,
Willard, and Rudolph, and one sister, Hazel. Hazel Patrick also taught at Dixie. When she first started attending Dixie, it was a 1st - 12th grade
school, however, this photo includes the last graduating class of seniors. After that, Dixie students would continue on to Forrest County
Agricultural High School in Brooklyn, MS, as they still do today. It always stood out to her how much older they high school students looked
in the photo. The older boys had on suits, and the young women dresses and hats. 
        After high school, Mrs. Mary Katherine went onto The University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. World War II was taking place,
and the country had a severe shortage of teachers. This allowed for her to start teaching at 21 years old, and she finished her education during
the summer. When she graduated from Southern in 1953, her sister Hazel graduated with her. Mrs. Hazel Patrick had left school to start her
family and returned later. This was such a special memory for the two of them to get to graduate together. Mrs. Mary Kathernine Williams
became Mrs. Mary Katherine Wallace when she married Mr. John Wallace from Kokomo, MS. He worked for the International Paper Company
for over 40 years. 
       During her teaching career, Mrs. Mary Katherine taught at Little Brooklyn (South Forrest), Dixie, on the Coast, and over 20 years in
Alabama. She retired after over 40 years of teaching. When she came back to Dixie to care for her parents, she continued her teaching by
working in the SPED department of Hattiesburg Public Schools, putting her total of teaching years at over 46. 
      When asked about people who inspired her during her time at Dixie, she spoke of Mrs. Steede, her first grade teacher, and Mrs. Ethyl
Sumrall, her 5th grade teacher. Mrs. Sumrall was so special because not only did she teach her, but she got to teach with her when she
returned to Dixie as a teacher herself. When she was teaching, Mr. Troy White was the principal, and his wife taught at Dixie. Mrs. Mary
Katherine Wallace’s classroom was the back right one. The classrooms are still there today, but serve different purposes. Although the stage
has been partitioned, we can still see it and imagine all of the plays and presentations that took place over the years. Having Mrs. Mary
Katherine Williams Wallace share her memories was such a precious part of creating this memory book. It is people like her that have helped
to keep these Dixie memories alive. 

Mrs. Mary Katherine Williams Wallace                                                                    Mrs. Hazel Williams Patrick 





The Dixie School Log Cabin’s historical marker can be found in front of the cabin off of Elks
Lake Road.  Karen Mims and Barbara Lott worked hard to fundraise in order to fund the
project. The community is very thankful for this effort. Mr. Tommy Mims unveiled the
marker. Karen was a huge help in gathering photos and information for this book. Her
dulcimer group currently uses the log cabin for weekly playing. It is wonderful to see the
cabin  still being used and cared for today. 



Tommy Mims 
Mr. Tommy Mims was always a big part of Dixie School. He attended
Dixie as a child. While his children attended Dixie, he and his wife,
Karen, volunteered and helped with school events. He later worked at
Dixie maintaining the campus. If anyone had a problem, Mr. Tommy was
quick to fix it. He loved greeting the students, and they loved to stop and
talk to him. He brightened the days of faculty and students during his
time at Dixie School.  His grandchildren also attended Dixie. The Mims
family is a wonderful asset to our community. His memory will always
be cherished. 



Memories of Dixie
Martha Williams  

“The Dixie Community is part of our family, especially Ollie Williams Road. Ollie and I got married at Dixie
Baptist Church, and he is buried there with his parents and his grandparents. My grandchildren are the
fourth generation to go to school at Dixie.  Ollie’s  aunt's were teachers there, Mrs. Mary Katherine
(Williams) Wallace and Mrs. Hazel  (Williams) Patrick.”

Martha’s husband, Ollie Williams, attended Dixie in the early 1960’s.Also in thier family, Mr. Ali and Kate
Williams sent five kids to Dixie before World War II.  Mr. Rudolph Williams attended in the early 1940s. Jack
and Katcha attended in the 1980s- 1990s. Martha and Ollie’s grandsons,  Aaron and Gabe presently attend
Dixie. 

From 1989-1995, Martha taught 7th & 8th grade living skills (home economics). She has shared her famous
chocolate chip cookie recipe that the students in her class would learn to make. Martha and Ollie began to
volunteer at Dixie when their children, Jack and Katcha, attended. Fall Festival, sports, and PTO were
among the activities they were involved with. 

Martha shares that during her teaching career at Dixie Linda Steele was her principal and describes her as
an excellent leader. Mr. Cartier was also important to her because he loved Dixie school, and it showed.

A funny memory of Martha’s is that while she was teaching, there was another teacher named Martha
Williams, and she taught second grade. They were often mixed up.  She taught Jack, so his teacher and his
mother were both named Martha Williams. She got married and became Martha Lawler.

One of Martha’s favorite memories is when her students would cook. The entire building could smell the
food. Then the people came to “visit” the classroom and sample the food. She really enjoyed teaching sewing
also.
 
Martha recalls when drug education in schools was being stressed by the government. At Dixie, it was the  
Just Say No program. She had the pleasure of being in charge of this project. She took a group of students to
Jackson for a statewide anti drug program. 

When Jack played football in 7th and 8th grade, Martha would cook for the entire team for every home game
so the jackets could play without being hungry.

“I would give the advice to the students and staff to be proud to be of your school. It is a special place and a
special community.”

 





Wanda Gail Rouse Muracu 

Gail’s spouse, Pat, and she attended Dixie from 1955 to 1963, which was from first through eighth
grade. A memory shared was that in the 8th grade Ferrell Dubose would sneak over to Smith's
store at recess and buy Cokes and candy for them. His partner in crime with Joe Hession.

The feature that stuck out for them was the school bell. The second version of the school bell now
stands by the cafeteria. 

 Gail’s dad, Levon Rouse, and she had the same first grade teacher, Mrs. Tracey.

Faye Sumrall Posey 

Faye graduated in 1950 from 8th grade at Dixie. She went to Dixie for eight years and didn't miss a
day. She attended Forrest County Agricultural High School for four years and never missed a day
there either. This is quite an accomplishment.  

 While Faye attended Dixie, Mr. Barrett was principal. He had two paddles: Pete and Repeat. The
first time you got in trouble,  you got Pete. The second time, you got Repeat.

 They made pine straw houses and head out houses for bathrooms. When they went to the
outhouse, they would steal straw from someone else's house

Faye also remembers a teacher, Mrs. Montague. She said that if you missed a spelling word she
would make you do churning (touching your toes).

Memories of Dixie



Ann Sumrall Fortenberry

Ann, spouse Billy, kindly loaned me the oldest Dixie yearbook that I have been able to scan so far. She attended Dixie from 1950 to
1958, which was 1st through 8th grade for her. The yearbook loaned is from her 2nd grade year. 

Ann’s father and mother attended Dixie. Her dad walked to school, in late 1920s. Her mother has a senior class ring with the year
1932. Her brother and sister graduated from Dixie also. Ann and Billy’s two sons graduated there, as well as  three of their four
grandchildren.  When their youngest son was in the 8th grade he was elected Mr. Dixie. Almost 37 years later his daughter was
elected Miss Dixie. Dixie school has been a major influence to their family for almost all of its 100-year history. 

Ann loved school. Some of her favorite memories include her teachers and friends. She remembers that they played children’s games
at recess and built straw houses down under the hill. In 7th and 8th grade they practiced basketball on black top courts, that was
pretty tough. They always loved to play McLaurin because they had a gym.

Campus features included one building, a small lunch room, bathrooms, and basketball courts made of blacktop. There was no Air
conditioning, just large windows and fans. You had to go outside to get to the bathrooms. 

When speaking of influences, Ann loved all the teachers. She remembers Mrs. Tracey, Mrs. Hazel Williams Patrick, Mrs. Mary
Katherine Williams Wallace, Miss Ryan, Mrs. Troy White, Mr. Troy White (the principal), and her aunt, Ethel Sumrall, who rode her
bus every morning and afternoon.  During her time at Dixie,  the teachers expected you to do your best and wanted to help you. 

During her time at Dixie, a historical event that occurred was the Korean Conflict. She remembers being very young, and they would
get under the desk during drills. They were not exposed to world news very much. Ann also recalls a sad memory during her years at
Dixie. Mrs. White died from cancer. They were all so upset because they loved Mr. and Mrs. White and their daughter, Mary.

Ann recalled that one day, while playing chase with the boys, she ran into a tree face first. It knocked her out cold, blooded her nose,
and made a large bump on her forehead. 

Halloween carnivals were held every year. Those raised a lot of money for the school. An the event was enjoyed by the whole
community. They celebrated all the holidays with class parties and school programs. 

The 7th and 8th grades held plays every year. They had to memorize lines. The plays were performed at night, and the auditorium
was packed. The auditorium is now the library and a storage room. The stage is no longer used. 

Mrs. Moore came to Dixie and taught piano. Many of the girls went on to play piano at our churches. She also taught chorus, and they
had a musical recital each year. 

Dixie Baptist and Dixie Methodist Churches were neighbors of the school, and still are. Smith store was close to the school, on the
corner of Elks Lake Rd. and Dixie Church Rd. They were allowed to walk there on special occasions. During Ann’s childhood, Dixie
was a small community but growing. The churches and school were the heart of the community. 

Both Ann and Billy volunteered at Dixie School while their children attended, from  1971 to 1984. They were on the PTO, and held all
officer positions. She served as the Booster Club President, and ran the concession stand for summer ball games. 

Ann gives these words of encouragement, “Teachers remember your influence will be with your students their entire life. Thank you
for being a teacher, and loving these children. Each one is special.” 

Memories of Dixie



Connie Eileen Fillingame Morris 

Eileen attended Dixie in 1971 to 1975, 1st through 4th grade. She remembers the Vietnam War taking place while she
attended.

She was inspired most by Mr. Lee,  the principal, while she was there, because of his kindness.

The Old Log Cabin that was the original Dixie School was still on campus. It was used as a classroom, lunchroom,  
library, and many other things over the years. 

A Dixie Community landmark Eileen remembers is Aunt Ag’s, which had the best burgers and cream soda in a bottle.
There were not a lot of houses in Dixie compared to now. 

A favorite memory of Eileen’s is the Halloween Carnival. She said they were magnificent. There were all kinds of
activities: a haunted house, general store, bingo, cakewalk, and a clown with balloons. 

She also remembers “Show and Tell”.  Kids could bring anything to school and show their classmates. The would tell
all about it.

Talent contests were held, and they were always fun to attend. People would never know what was going to happen on
that stage. 

Recess was a favorite time for her. Playground Dash was played on what would now be considered one of the most
dangerous playgrounds in America. Terry Johnson got his leg broke while playing football on that playground.

Eileen went on to volunteer at Dixie in 2002 to help Miss Westbrook. Her grandson attended Dixie in Kindergarten. 

Eileen’s advice for Dixie is, “Be kind to one another. You never know what home life another individual may be dealing
with.” 

Diane Fillengame Carlisle

Diane attended Dixie from 1st to 4th grades, from 1960 to 1964. She remembers the John F Kennedy assassination
occurring while they were on Thanksgiving break. 

While at Dixie, the Old Log Cabin was the music hall. She remembers the front entrance playground. Lewis Grocery
and Aunt Ag’s (Dixie Inn) were places in the community. 

Her inspirations from her time at Dixie were Mrs. Tracey and Mrs. Sumrall. 
 
Playing house in the schoolyard is a favorite memory of hers. 

She also has fond memories of the Halloween carnivals. 

Memories of Dixie



Memories of Dixie
Franklin “Tore” Downs

     Tore was born in 1939 and attended Dixie from first through eighth grade. Mr. Barrett and Mr. White were
the principals that served when he attended. 
       He recalls that Mr. Barrett didn’t give you licks for fighting. Instead, he gave you boxing gloves and let
you fight in a circle. He was very kind to the kids and stood at the gate every morning to greet them all. He
also enjoyed joking with them. 
       Tore thought a lot of Mr. White when he was at Dixie. He was a very kind principal. Mr. Troy and his
family lived on the campus until his house burned. He then moved to Oak Grove, and the school burned
there. After getting out of education, he went on to work at Hercules in Hattiesburg. Many of the people I
interviewed really enjoyed having Mr. Troy at Dixie. 
      During his time there, Tore played basketball on the Dixie junior high team.  His team played 16 games
of basketball against other schools, and they won all of them. They liked playing against McLaurin because
they had an indoor gym. Their courts were outside. The dirt they once played on was covered with blacktop
and surrounded by a barbed wire fence. The fence was put up to keep the cows out. One day during recess,
Tore ran into the fence and cut open his leg. 
        Tore remembers his cousin, Loron Downs, and his friend, George Smith, used to skip school. George’s
parents owned a store and he always had sweets in his lunch. When they would skip, he would give the
sweets to Tore. 
       Tore loved his time at Dixie, and he got to attend with many of his cousins. He said that he remembers
there being so many windows, and he loved looking out of them during class. 

Danny Downs 
        
      Danny was born in 1945 and attended Dixie from first to eighth grade. He remembers his teachers Mrs.
Tracey, Mrs. Sumrall, Mrs. Patrick, and Principal White. He remembers Mr. White living on campus. He said
that the house was south of the school to the right. 
        One vivid memory he has while there is that the people who lived on the property next to the school
used to haul hay with oxen and with a T-Model truck. They would watch them pull onto Elks Lake Road. 
         One year before he started school, he recalls going to eat lunch in the log cabin with his cousin Tore.
After that, they built a new lunchroom. They had two cooks, Mrs. Brogan and Mrs. Brown. Mrs. Fanny Brown
had the recipe for sourdough biscuits which she made from scratch everyday. Everything was made from
scratch. He remembers when the cafeteria got a state of the art potato peeler that would spin and peel the
potatoes. It saved the cafeteria ladies a lot of time. 
        At recess or last period, you could go to the lunchroom and buy a carton of regular or chocolate milk.
For a small carton, you would pay under six cents. At the end of recess, someone would ring the bell, which
was on the side of the building. That meant it was time to come inside. 
       
 



Doyle Downs driving the GMC school truck. 
The truck was owned by Jack Downs. 

This was before Dixie got a school bus. 















APRIL 2, 1946 - 
HATTIESBURG AMERICAN 

MAY 3, 1946 
HATTIESBURG AMERICAN MARCH 27, 1948

Dixie School was the hub of the community. 
School and community events of all sorts were held on campus. 



DECEMBER 4,  1951
HATTIESBURG AMERICAN 

DECEMBER 7, 1951
HATTIESBURG AMERICAN 

AUGUST 14, 1959
H A 



MARCH 26, 1951



1955 SURVEY BOOK 



JUNE 13, 1956

APRIL 3, 1956



DECEMBER 4, 1951

AUGUST 23, 1961
HATTIESBURG

AMERICAN



JUNE 9, 1965

APRIL 25, 1968



AUGUST 11, 1965

DECEMBER 17, 1965



SEPTEMBER 11, 1968
SEPTEMBER 28, 1968



DECEMBER 22, 1969

JANUARY 23, 1970 



CHRISTMAS IN DIXIE

DECEMBER 9, 1959 

DECEMBER 12, 1974



MAY 25, 1978





MARCH 12, 1970



AUGUST 27, 1971
MAY 20, 1972



FEBRUARY 23, 1979









JULY 22,  1984 HATTIESBURG AMERICAN 



Written by Janet Sumrall



JUNE 1, 1981 

MAY 18, 1981



JULY 11, 1983



MAY 24, 1988
APRIL 23, 1988

JANUARY 10, 1987





APRIL 2, 1983















NOVEMBER 27 1996



NOVEMBER 9, 1990

FEBRUARY 12, 1992



FEBRUARY 28, 1992

JULY 5 1997



ART

DECEMBER 19, 1987

MAY 14, 1988

JANUARY 10, 1989











FEBRUARY 28, 1992

SEPTEMBER 26, 1992



















NOVEMBER 9, 2000

APRIL 5, 2001

AUGUST 14, 2001



OCTOBER 27, 2001

NOVEMBER 15, 2001



MARCH 7, 2001



APRIL 13, 2002



APRIL 21, 2002

JULY 14, 2002



SEPTEMBER 12, 2002





FALL CARNIVAL/FESTIVAL

SEPTEMBER 23, 1934 - CLARION LEDGER OCTOBER 22, 1958
HATTIESBURG AMERICAN NOVEMBER 18, 1987







SNOWING IN DIXIE - 2014





2014







Mr. Wade & Mrs. Vines get pied in the face. (2014) 
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